
Policy Committee 
Government Center Complex 
Large Conference Room, Building A 
jUNE 12, 2013 - 3 p.m. 

1. Roll Call 
2. Minutes 
 A. May 31, 2013 
3. Old Business 
4. New Business 
  A. Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Amendments 

5. Adjournment 
 



M E M O R A N D U M 
 
DATE: June 12, 2013 
 
TO: Policy Committee 
 
FROM: Jason Purse, Zoning Administrator 
 Christopher Johnson, Principal Planner 
 
SUBJECT: ZO-0005-2013, Zoning Ordinance Amendments, Corrections 
 SO-0001-2013, Subdivision Ordinance Amendments, Corrections 
          
 
At its June 5, 2013 meeting, the Planning Commission voted to defer consideration of the above referenced 
ordinance amendments to the July 3, 2013 Commission meeting in order to allow additional discussion by the 
Policy Committee.  In addition to copies of the draft ordinance amendments and the Planning Commission 
staff memo, staff has attached a copy of the M-2, General Industrial District, as it existed prior to the updates 
that were adopted by the Board of Supervisors on January 10, 2012. 
 
Staff recommends the Policy Committee recommend approval of these changes to the Zoning and Subdivision 
Ordinances to the Planning Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Jason Purse, Zoning Administrator 
 
 
 
 
      

  Christopher Johnson, Principal Planner 
 
Attachments: 

1. June 5, 2013 Planning Commission Memo and attachments 
2. M-2, General Industrial District, as it existed prior to January 10, 2012 ordinance amendments 



M E M O R A N D U M 
 
DATE: June 5, 2013 
 
TO: Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Jason Purse, Zoning Administrator 
 Christopher Johnson, Principal Planner 
 
SUBJECT: ZO-0005-2013, Zoning Ordinance Amendments, Corrections 
 SO-0001-2013, Subdivision Ordinance Amendments, Corrections 
          
 
Staff recently completed the 18-month comprehensive ordinance update process.  The various districts were 
updated in groups, but were also amended at staggered times throughout the process.  Now that the fully 
revised ordinance has been in daily use for some time, a number of consistency and clarity issues have been 
identified.  With the exception of the M-2, General Industrial District, these proposed changes do not 
represent policy changes in the ordinance, they are merely an attempt to bring an additional level of 
consistency to the ordinance.  The proposed amendments specifically are: 
 
The Highways, Streets, Parking and Loading; Landscaping; Off-street Parking; and Site Plan articles of the 
ordinance are currently cross referenced in multiple sections.  This ordinance update seeks to establish a 
uniform terminology throughout the ordinance and update all cross references.   
 
Similarly, during the update process, other terms, such as “building safety and permits” and “engineering and 
resource protection” were used to replace outdated division names.  In some instances, not all of the 
references were completely updated.    
 
A definition for “Places of public assembly” is being added to the ordinance.  Staff had previously changed 
the use list tables to include places of public assembly, including houses of worship, lodges, meeting halls, 
etc.  In an effort to stream line the use list tables, staff has removed references to similar uses from the use 
tables and will include them in the newly created definition for clarity purposes.  Again, this is not a policy 
change, but rather a way to ensure consistency in interpretation.   
 
In the R-4, Residential Planned Community District, one section of the ordinance was inadvertenly deleted 
from the previous approved version.  There are no setback requirements in the R-4 District, but there was an 
ordinance provision that required any proposed setbacks to be shown on the final plans.  The section also 
contained language requiring easements for lots where minimal setbacks would necessitate access easements 
on adjacent property.  The proposed amendments would re-insert this language. 
 
In the LB, Limited Business, B-1, General Business, and M-1, Limited Business/Industrial District’s, a small 
number of uses are proposed to be renamed, moved or added to correct formatting errors and ommissions 
inadvertently made when the use lists were converted into the currently adopted use tables.  Based on a recent 
analysis of undeveloped M-2 properties in concert with the Office of Economic Development, the 
recommended changes to the General Industrial Distrist also propose a broader list of revisions that correct 
formatting errors and inadvertent ommissions and removes many commercial (e.g., retail) uses that do not 
represent the highest and best use of the most intense industrially zoned land in the County, which is limited 
in the amount remaining. 
 
Additional changes include clarification of “building mounted” screening for alternative mounted Wireless 
Communication Antennas; replacing “bond” with “surety” in the subdivision ordinance; including medical 
offices as a stated use in MU (it is currently allowed as a business or professional office, but we have a 
specific designation for “medical offices”); and adding an erosion and sediment control plan as an acceptable 
plan for the soil stockpile ordinance.   
 
 



Staff recommends the Planning Commission recommend approval of these changes to the Zoning and 
Subdivision Ordinances to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
The Policy Committee is scheduled to review these changes at its meeting on May 31, 2013.     
 
 
 
 

      
Jason Purse, Zoning Administrator 
 
 
 
 
      

  Christopher Johnson, Principal Planner 
 
Attachments: 

1.  Zoning Ordinance 
2.  Subdivision Ordinance 
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